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e tion. Our secular culture would have us fast forward to Christmas even

THE ADVENT ROAD TO CHRISTMAS . ..

| remember crossing the country from Pennsylvania to
California in the summer of 1947 with my parents. We
traveled in a reconditioned 1941 fedwor Dodge. ‘
Back then there were no super highways. Only the two
-lanners that took you through the small towns and
|l arge cities. You got
beautiful scenery but to experience life where people
lived. Yes, the trip took longer but you received the
rich blessings of people and places. The last time Judy and | and our tw
boys crossed the county from New York to California was the summer of
1981. Now there were super highways. Not as many as today, but enoy
make the trip much faster. However, you bypassed towns and cities and
missed much of the local color. To warrant a stop in either a town or city,
had to exit the highway.

Our road systems today run the gambit from the country dirt roads to the
terstates. Most of the time we are in a hurry to get from one place to ang
Our lives are built around busy schedules, getting to places as fast as we
This September when Judy and | traveled north, Judy was insistent that
visit Andersonville, GA, the southern prison encampment during the Civil
War; and Plains, GA, the home of Jimmy Carter. Well, these visits took
because we had to drive the tlemners away from-75. But | must say

these detours were rich moments as we experienced history. Not every
do you purchase fried peanuts from an old historic country store in Plaing

The Advent road to Christmas is not an interstate, not even a paved two
lanner. Rather, more like a country dirt road with horse and buggy transy

fore Thanksgiving with Christmas merchandise for sale. Buy now, pay |
Even layaway plans have come back. The Advent road to Christmas is g
four-week trip with an intentional pace to slow us down so to welcome
Christmas. Advent gives us times to pause to let the scriptures and liturg
sink in to warm our hearts and minds with the beauty and spirit of the sea

The Old Testament and New Testament prophecies alert us to God engg
creation with his word and love to bring us back to wholeness. Jeremiah

(Continued on pagg)
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(Continued from pagg)

Advent Road...

the time is coming when the Lord will cause a

righteous branch to spring up from David, and he

shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. Malachi speaks of God sending a messern
ger to prepare the way of the Lord to purify the
people. Zephaniah exclaimssing aloud, O
daughter Zion, shout O Israel for the Lord is in
your midst and you shall fear disaster no more.
Micah foretells the birth of the Christ in Bethle-
hem. The gospels tell of John the Baptist who i
a voice crying in the wilderness to prepare the
way of the Lord with repentance and Mary
speaks the Magnificant in response to being chg
sen to give birth to the Child of Bethlehem. Our,
liturgies combine these scriptural prophecies
with the great Advent hymns of expectation and
hope, along with the added liturgies of the Ad-
vent Wreath and Creche. Slowly but surely, with
an intentional pace, we journey to Bethlehem.

Back north | was always amazed, disturbed, an
saddened when | saw Christmas trees out on th
street Christmas Day. Another Christmas come
and gone. Some folks just plain exhausted get-
ting to Christmas.

| will admit | enjoy preparing for Christmas with
outdoor and indoor decorations. Having an arti-
ficial tree affords us having it up longer. And |
love the Christmas TV specials and singing the
carols before Christmas. But | cannot conceive
not having the beautiful season of Advent that ig
my check and balance. The richness of the in-
digo blue liturgical garb, the liturgies of the
Wreath and Creche, the powerful and engaging
scriptures and rich music slow me down to take
notice of why we have Christmas. Each year |
need reminding that
season. o And so | et
Christmas like a country dirt road with horse anc
buggy for transportation. This road will truly
bless us!

~

n

Faithfully in Christ,
Ladd

Deaconos
CHRISTMAS

~C is for the Child born that night to be
our light. (John 8:12)
H is for holy is His name. (Rev.4:8)
R is for rejoice with gladness & joy. (Luke
1:14)

| is for Immanuel, God with us. (Is.7:14,
John 1:14)

)-S is for the star that led the Wise men to
Him. (Matt.2:2)
T is for the truth & grace that was sent
our way. (John 1:14)
M is for Mother Mary laying Him in swad-
dling clothes in the manger. (Luke 2:7)
A is for angels singing songs of joy. (Luke
2:14)
S is for salvation.

- Johnnie DesRochers ( www.theholidayspot.com/
christmas/poems )

Have a Blessed Christmas,

Deacons Mike & Linda
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Is There More 0 41ppqa
Life Than This?

Alpha is an opportunity to explore the meaning
life in a relaxed, friendly setting. The Alpha
course usually meets once per week for 10 weq
and includes an amazing eday or weekend get
away. Each session, people enjoy great food,
laughter and learning in a fun and friendly atmd

phere where no question about life or God is sg

as too simple or tddso
there a God? Why am | here? Where did | com
from? Where am | going?

The Alpha course was developed in response foMeéthodist to share this important course. For Infol

people who wanted to have the opportunity to i
vestigate the claims of the Christian faith.
Over ten weekly sessions, including a day or
weekend away, guests hear the claims of the
Christian faith. After the presentation, course at|
tendees have a chance to question what they
heard and discuss the validity of the claims.

The support of all the major Christian denomin:
tions has enabled the Alpha course to spread ra

idly around the world. Today, Alphais run in
over 160 countries arttas been translated into
more tharnl00 languages. Courses can also be
found in many contexts including churches,
homes, workplaces, military bases, colleges,
schools, and prisons

There are many reasons why people enjoy atte

i ng the Al pha course.
sure, noqudgmental atmosphere, others enjoy
building relationships with new friends, while

others appreciate the chance to discuss deep ¢

tions of |l i fe that t h

chance to ask.

(0]

The Alpha Course has been running for more than
26 years. It began at Holy Trinity Brompton in cen-
tral London, in the late 1970s, as a means of prese
ing the basic principles of the Christian faith to new
Christians in a relaxed and informal setting. By
1990, when former lawyer Nicky Gumbel took over
the course, Alpha was a central feature of the
church's life. While leading his second Alpha cours
Nicky realized this course could also appeal to-non
churchgoers and he adapted it, making it welcomin
and suitable for such individuals.

uring the 1990s, the Alpha course spredidst
hroughout the UK and then internationallgs
L Jnore churches and groups found it a helpful way tg
answer peopleds questio
Now, there are more than 33,500 courses run in 16
countries and the Alpha course is supported by all

S- . d . .
L fnajOI’ enominations.

hTReSmtax{ AlpﬁaeC%uurs% vsviﬂ start oh “T:ebrluallrykz‘f
at Beverly Hills Baptist Church. The SOTHEC
Alpha team has been partnering with the Baptist ar

o

hmation speak to the Alpha Team, Bob Palmer, Pay
and Patty James, Bette Patz, Deacons Linda and
Mike. Special thanks to the team for their vision,
hard work and successes

|s there more to life
than this?

R-

Come Explore The Meaning of
Life at The Alpha Course.
A Free 10 Week Course on
nd- Basic Christianity.

For some itds the no
Starts Sunday, February 21, 6pm at
Jes Beverly Hills First Baptist Church.
'C%nga tPaul & %%tté( James, Bette Patz,
°Y Bob I§a mer or Deacons Linda & Mike
for information or to register
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Father Christmas Ball

12th Annual
Father Christmas Ball

Cocktails/Appetizers: 6 -7 pm
Dinner/Dance: 7 -10 pm

Angel Tree

We have begun planning for the annual
ANGEL TREE!

At Saturday's service, Betty Harnig/Suzanne
Carvajal will be the SOS representatives.

At Sunday's 8:00 service Marlene Harrison will
represent SOS.

At Sunday's 10:00 service Carla Bickford will be
present.

If you wish to take a card from the tree, you will
also get a corresponding paper with the child's
wants, needs, and sizes.

When you purchase gifts, please return to the
tree as soon as possible, unwrapped and with
the paper work included in the bag This is nec-
essary to keep things in order at the Resource
Center.

PLEASE HAVE THE GIFTS RETURNED TO
THE TREE BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5-6,
2009.

If you are willing to volunteer at the family Re-
source Center to wrap gifts and deliver, they will
welcome you with open arms!

Their phone # is 344001

Many heartfelt thanks!
The SOS team

SOS Ministry

During the month of October we served 311
families with 807 members, 209 were children,
490 adults and108 seniors.

We averaged 16.43 pounds per person. The
total pounds were 13,260. This is up from pre-
vious months about 40 %.

As the unemployment rate has edged over
12% there is a greater need.

The churches we are working with have tenta-
tively pledged $5,600 for next year. This will be
confirmed once their budgets have been final-
ized.

They are helping with food pick up with their
trucks and labor and are helping man the Key
Center on Thursdays. The cooperation is won-
derful to be a part of.

Also we gave 54 flu shots with the kind help of
Mike Hall, EMS and Vaxcare.

We are preparing to give out 200 turkeys for
Thanksgiving on November 19. Thank you for
the generous support. We still have to raise a
few more dollars.

The Lord will provide.

God Bless you,
Your SOS Ministry

LAYV AYYVAYAANAVAAN
Celebration Sunday
December 13th

15th Anniversary Celebration
Shepherd of the Hills
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' N
ECW News (|\\ Faith Walk alA
__k ‘f)

Hinds Feet in High Places

A good time was had by all on N \J by Hannah Hannard
our trip to the Withlacoochee _
Gulf Preserve. After a nice hike in perfect What a very strange title for a

weather, we had a picnic lunch and an informaj Chri st i an book !mustieuvead. It tl 6 s

tive talk by one of t|hi®aparableabguy syounggirl agshebegipgaarugting T
view from the tower was beautiful. We look for} relationship with the Good Shepherd. | thought thi
ward to our next trip out into Florida nature. A | Might be good reading as it is related to our church

b|g thankyou to Sue Pratt for arranging every_ name. H|gh p|aceS/ Shepherd Of the H|”S |ndeEd
thing. is a wonderful journey which many of us have expgri-

enced. I f youdre not much
Our next meeting will be December 12. We are harder to appreciate, but as in many tales, truth beprs
inviting the women of the parish to a Christmas Out and brin_gs a deeper dimension to our understand-
potluck luncheon at-upSluiRgdofpyriiht 6s home. A sigh
is in the Narthex. We will be sharing some
Christmas traditions, a favorite ornament, a fa-
vorite carol, etc. Please plan to join us.

\"2J

Our Parish library has been moved to the new chufch
office andHinds Feetill be there for your enjoy-
ment. Happy Reading!

The total from our Spring and Fall UTO Ingath-| Roberta Graybiel
erings was $714. Thanjou to all who contrib-
uted.

Memorial Fund

Christmas cookies will be needed for the Christ

mas Eve Service. Sigup in the Narthex, of There are 7 Memorial Fund Trustees .
course! The term of servicef 2 Trustees will expire in Janu-

ary 2010. Therefor2 replacement Trustees are
Leah Foshay, President needed to maintain the required number.

One member of th€ongregation has graciously of-
fered his services. Thus, at least one more applicant is

LEM and ACO|yte required. In case there are more than 2 volunteers| the
< A Congregation will vote during the January 2010 an-
Tra|n|ng = Y nual meeting. The term of service of a Trustee is 3
~ WL/R o years and can be extended by the relevant person.[The
December 5 Trustees select a Chairman, Secretary and Treasufer
10:00am who each serve a term of 2 years.

Please consider prayerfullyhether youware called to
There will be a . / fill one of these positionsThere are forms in an enve-
training session for lope in the Narthex, which you are requested to comn-
all interested in being a Liturgical Eucharistic | plete, so that we have the necessary information. After
Minister or Acolyte on Saturday, December 5, | completion, kindly return the form to the envelope.
2009, 10:00am.at the church.

Peace,
Bert Hombergen, Chairman Board of Trustees

BEBBBBBERRBARERRRY
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Cursillo Services for the Christmas

Group Reunion for bothmen Season . ..

wcurs'"'Stas Christmas Eve, December 24

Festive Choral Holy Eucharist at 7:30 pm,
Monday, December 14, 2009 at 7pm followed by a simple dessert social.

We are having a Group Reunion for both men and
women who have made or who would like to learn
more about Cursillo. Gursillois a structured three

day weekend that str engltzlrsteS
spread Chri st 6 %hegraup@unn ¢
ion will be a time for sharing, singing and laughter.

Christmas Day, December 25
Holy Eucharist with carols at 9:00 am.
L{néay a%t r ﬁhrjtmag tDt'acglmrbé)r 27 Fpit
Ustial serVice schedul with Lessons and Carols
and Holy Communion at 10:00 am.

It will be hosted by Bette Patz in her home in Citrug

Hills:
1150 N Fresno Avenue Christmas Eve Dessert Social
Hernando, FL 34442
Please R.S.V.P. by calling: 327203097 Sign up is in the narthex for dessert donations.
Or sigrnrup in the Narthex Due to having the social in the church, we ask

S for cookies only.
Directions from SOTH: Go east on 486 to Essex Ave-

nue (1st traffic light after Publix). Turn right on Essex.
Continue on Essex to the end and take a right onto Keller.
At the stop sign take a left onto N Fresno Avenue and it
is the first house on the right.

PRIy e‘?f‘?e‘?e?e‘?e?f?e?e?e?f?e?u?e?«?e?gi
. o
1&1&#####’& Holigay Parish Open House «
o
Additional Sign _-ups in the & at Ladd 0s a %d J
3]
L Y oy

& Narthex i &

5527 N. Sierra Terrace, Pine Ridge Esta},es

g SR on SN L SN, SN S S L L N, S S S L L,
8’9'8’9'8’0'8’0'8’0'8’0'8’0'?

Christmas Flowersto be given in «

& loving memory and in thanksgiving. & Sunday, December 20, ﬁz‘

v Plants are $15.00 each v between 3 and 5 pm Q€
¢

ﬁ Caroling on Sunday, December B& ‘- Directions to our homeFrom Route 491 ‘&
beginning at 3:00 pm ;‘rom the churcb qw turn onto Pine Ridge Blvd, turn right onto ¢
ﬁa nd ending at $ 3 = Flagstafh turg Igftpato Ringp Loop, turn Ieft
cheering up. « Pinto Loop, turn left onto N. Sierra Terrac@

ﬁ‘“' we are second on the left. “;‘;

;I light supper of Sloppy Joes, munchl @ onto N. Sierra Terrace, we are second onnthe
« &
i W~
FEFEFEFFFFFEFFEFTEFFFTTTEEEE
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and desert. We will visit members :: left. From Route 486 turn onto Pine Rldg?°
who are homebound or simply need i© Blvd, turn left onto Flagstaff, turn left onto®s




