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Shepherdõs Sta
ff 

The  

CREATING OUR FUTURE WITH GODôS HELP . . . 
 

This is our stewardship theme.  This theme follows a progression of past stewardship themes 

that sought to identify where we were and where we wish to go as a congregation. 

Each theme built upon the momentum of the previous one.  Now with the impending  con-

struction of a new church complex and the anticipation of a full time vicar, our current theme 

describes the journey we are on. 

 

From the very beginning of creation, the Creator invited us to be co-creators with him.  This 

is the Creatorôs gift to us.  However, over and over we have sought to do our own thing, often 

to the disgrace of destroying the goodness of life.  Our rebellion, our pride, and self-ambition 

have caused deep wounds in the fabric of creation.  When the Lord was searching for Adam 

and Eve in the Garden Eden after they had disobeyed and were hiding their nakedness, the 

Lord cried out ï ñWhere are you?ôô Where are you in your responsibility to creation? Where 

are we in our responsibility to creation? 

 

Creating Our Future With Godôs Help is not about deciding what we want and inviting God 

to come along for the ride. Itôs not about our being the chief architects to gain the prize and 

glory.  What we build and the calling of a new priest can only be achieved by a commitment 

to prayer, listening to the Spirit and to each other, letting Godôs timetable be our timetable, 

and seeing everything as giving glory to God and His creation. 

 

The talents we offer, the time we offer, the money we offer are never wasted when we em-

brace Godôs enterprise.  Today we are witnessing waste of resources that are producing seri-

ous consequences with the health of our nation and world.  Greed and power have become 

idols, but fallen idols. Yes, the Church has had her problems in various areas, but still the 

Church is the Body of Christ.  As such we are called to give creation living bread from 

heaven, to be bearers of glad tidings of great joy, to bring the Kingdom of God near. 

 

In one sense God doesnôt need our talents, our time, and our money.  But, conversely, we 

need to give of our talents, our time, and our money for the salvation of our souls.  Jesus says 

ï ñThose who attempt to save their lives will lose them, but those who are willing to lose 

their lives for my sake and for the sake of the gospel will save them.ò   Yes, this is a hard 

saying, and all these years we humans struggle with it.  There is the fear of letting go and 

letting God. 

 

Our mission statement prods us ñTo be a beacon of faith, known for engaging all persons in 

the love and truth of Jesus Christ.ò  I donôt see this as wishful thinking.  Rather, a challenge 

to be gospel persons willing to join the Creator in making creation new. 

 

Creating Our Future With Godôs Help.  What an exciting and energizing stewardship state-

ment. Together as a congregation and together with God a new chapter is about to be written 

for Shepherd of the Hills.  Letôs give this chapter our best shot to be a best seller! 

 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Ladd  
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Deaconõs Corner 

 We thought a prayer for the  

 upcoming Thanksgiving Holiday 

 would be nice:  

A Thanksgiving Day Prayer   

 

Lord, so often times, as any other day  

When we sit down to our meal and pray  

 

We hurry along and make fast the blessing  

Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing  

 

We're slaves to the olfactory overload  

We must rush our prayer before the food gets 

cold  

 

But Lord, I'd like to take a few minutes more  

To really give thanks to what I'm thankful for  

 

For my family, my health, a nice soft bed  

My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head  

 

I'm thankful right now to be surrounded by 

those  

Whose lives touch me more than they'll ever 

possibly know  

 

Thankful Lord, that You've blessed me beyond 

measure  

Thankful that in my heart lives life's greatest 

treasure  

 

That You, dear Jesus, reside in that place  

And I'm ever so grateful for Your unending 

grace  

 

So please, heavenly Father, bless this food 

You've provided  

And bless each and every person invited  

 

Amen!   

-- Scott Wesemann  
http://christianity.about.com/od/thanksgivingverses/
a/thanksgivingpra.htm   

Deacons Mike & Linda 

Pastor/Priest Appreciation  

Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Citrus County Chronicle 

October 24, 2009 
 

When Shepherd of the Hills was 

searching for a new priest in 2004,  

God knew we needed someone who is: 

 

¶ A very spiritual person whose life truly reflects his be-

liefs 

¶ A pastor who would be in our homes or at our sickbeds 

in times of crisis 

¶ A preacher whose sermons are biblical, yet relevant to 

our daily lives 

¶ A friend who would not place himself above us, but 

among us, who rolls up his sleeves on workdays like 

anyone else 

¶ A person of warmth and compassion, truly committed 

to caring for his flock 

¶ A man who is kind, helpful, easy to talk to, and whose 

very presence is comforting 

¶ A priest we would soon learn to love and deeply re-

spect 

 

Ladd, you are all these things and so much more!  We 

thank you for who you are and for being our Priest-in-

Charge. 

Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church 

2540 W. Norvell Bryant Highway 

Lecanto, FL  34461  Ph. (352) 527-0052 

www.sothec.org  

 

New Office Address: 
 

2660 W. Woodview Lane 

Lecanto, Florida 

352-527-0052 
 

Directions from SOTH:  Go west on 486 to 491 and turn 

right.  Go approximately 1/2 mile. The offices are on the right 

in  Woodview Center. We are in the last unit on the right. 

http://christianity.about.com/od/thanksgivingverses/a/thanksgivingpra.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/thanksgivingverses/a/thanksgivingpra.htm
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Ministry of the Month  
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 
A GATHERING PRAYER AND A BLESSING 

  
As we gather in community to share our prayer, our stories, the work of our hearts and hands, we 
pray for Godôs blessing on our endeavors: 

  
A blessing to my mind--to be free to enter this time of contemplative activityé 
  

A blessing to my hands--to be the source of creating something of beauty and loveé 
  

A blessing to my soul--to be open to the promptings of loving and caringé 
  

A blessing to my yarn--to be shaped into patterns of loving and caringé 
  

A blessing to my knittingðto be a work of heart and hands, body and spirité 
  

A blessing on the one who will receive the fruit of my prayer and my knittingé 
  

 I join my blessing, my prayer and my knitting with women all over the earth 

In this common effort to bring healing and wholeness, comfort and celebration. 
 
Luaryn Haines 

STEWARDSHIP MENU FOR CREATING OUR FUTURE WITH GODôS HELP . . 

. 

 
   Sunday, November 1, All Saintsô Day ï pledge packets given out at all services at the altar. 

   Sunday, November 15 ï pledges received at the altar at all services. 

 

   Sermon Titles relating to the stewardship theme: 

      November 1 ï Creating Our Future With Godôs Help, so that we may rejoice in the  

                              Lordôs salvation. 

      November 8 ï Creating Our Future With Godôs Help, so that we may share in the  

                              Lordôs abundance. 

      November 15 ï Creating Our Future With Godôs Help, so that we may hold fast to  

                                our faith in the Lord. 

  Our stewardship theme kicked off with the Ministry Fair, October 25, with the sermon being ï Creat-

ing Our Future With Godôs Help, so that we may see with the eyes of Jesus. 



Father Christmas Ball 
 
 

12th Annual  
 

Father Christmas Ball  
 

 Friday, December 4th  
 
 
Ticket are now on Sale 
in the church office !!  See flyer for 
more locations to purchase tickets.  
 

Cocktails/Appetizers:  6 -7 pm 
       Dinner/Dance:  7 -10 pm 
 

Requesting appetizers ð Contact 
Sandy Miller  

Silent Auction  
 

Last year's Silent Auction at the Christmas Ball 
was very successful! and raised  $1,800 for 
S.O.S.  The auction was a success due to the 
variety of auction items available.     
  

If any one has a favorite craft or talent and 
wishes to contribute some of their creations  
for the silent auction....they would be greatly 
appreciated.  Already some members have 
made contributions and they are beautiful.    
  

Items such as custom cards, needle work, ce-
ramics, jewelry or art 
work are perfect. 
Also gift certificates 
from local day spas, 
golf courses or restau-
rants, or gift baskets 

are excellent items. 

Please contact Linda 
Papke, 746-6199 

Bell Ringers 

(Ding-a-Lings) 
 

Volunteers needed! 

 

Do you hear the tinkle of a 

bell?  Yes, it is that non-

melodious sound of the Salva-

tion Army bell and it is ringing for volunteers to 

help collect the funds to support their work for an-

other year. 

 

Each and every year the good people of the Ridge 

Area of Citrus County dig into their pockets and 

purses and give very generously for the support of 

the Army and itôs good work.  This can only be ac-

complished if there are volunteers to man the ket-

tles. 

 

Again this year, we at Shepherd of the Hills have 

been asked to serve as ñDing-a-Lingsò at the Winn 

Dixie store in Beverly Hills. 

 

Each and every year our commitment has increased 

from a few men and women to last year when we 

were able to cover one day each week from 

Thanksgiving to Christmas. 

 

It is my hope that we can increase that time again 

this year and that can only be done if more people 

take part. 

 

If you are willing to put in some time, sign-up or let 

me know. 

 

Each shift is for two hours starting at 9AM and fin-

ishing at 7PM.  Last year we worked Wednesdays 

and can make arrangements for other days, if it fits 

your schedule.  So get together with your spouses 

or friends and help in this good cause. 

 

I think we are all aware there is a greater need this 

year and I know Shepherd of the Hills will come 

through. 

 

Jack DeMerchant 
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